
DRY BRUSHING – by Dave Bleil 

 

Dry brushing is a technique by wood carvers to accent a certain feature; you may want to do the same on 

a wood turning. 

Dry brushing is accomplished by putting a small amount of paint on a brush and removing most of it by 

brushing it on a piece of paper towel.  Why would you want to do this?  Consider this situation: You just 

painted the beard on a carving – a dark red or dark brown or black color – and you want to add some touches of 

gray to it.  Visually, think of a person with black hair that has a very few strands of gray.  

Taking as little paint as possible by brushing the bristles on paper towel, remove most of it. Now very 

lightly brush across the grain of the carving to just shade the ridges of the beard with as little white paint as 

possible.  If you get too much white on the carving, you have ruined the effect and now have a gray beard.  

Look at the pictures below to get a sense of what was just described.  Notice the very slight white on the ears, 

face and other parts of the rabbit.  Enlarge the document if the white is hard to see. 

I am using acrylic paints; most wood carvers coat the wood before painting it so the paint does not 

“bleed” into other parts.  I use what I was taught to use – boiled linseed oil – available in cans.  Let it dry for a 

day!  I did not use boiled linseed oil on the examples of the trees because so little paint was going to be used.  (I 

have done very little wood carving.) 

 

           

 

 Now look at the pictures of the tree; forest green was dry brushed on the tree with white “snow” put over 

the top of the branches.  The texturing was done by a rasp in a hand drill.  The “snow” on the “ground” was just 

dabbed on the wood with the brush.  The wood itself was scrap wood, but someone will want it – for free!  The 

walnut tree – again, a piece of scrap wood – had a piece of dowel rod drilled into the top before turning it.  This 

may be something you might want to try doing.  I plan to shape it more distinctively if I do it again. 



I have made many tree and let relatives or friends choose either three or five of different sizes and 

woods to make a grouping; some are pictured below.  

 The key to dry brushing is to get as much paint off the brush as possible.  When you think you have 

enough off, take off more! 

      

 The trees above don’t look vertical due to the photography. 

 

 Give this a try; texture some scrap wood and practice with different colors and amounts of paint to get 

the effect you desire; now put paint on the finished piece.  Remember, when it comes to dry brushing, less is 

more! 


