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 These notes are for a person that may be thinking of or planning to submit an article to 

AAW for publication.   

Here are some revisions I had to make after submitting an article to the American 

Association of Woodturners this year – 2022.  I had no idea if the topic, an off-center turned top 

hat wine stopper, was of any interest to AAW but decided to give is a try.  Initially, I created the 

guide for making the turning; I was hoping to get it posted on the club website, Lancaster Area 

Woodturners.  One of AAW’s editors Don McIvor was instrumental in suggesting changes I 

needed to make, including more accurate phrases and terminology. 

There were three critical areas of concern: Photo size, lack of detail, and use of proper 

terminology. 

 

PHOTO SIZE 

The original document contained pictures I had taken with my phone in my photo booth, 

enhanced the brightness on the phone, and cropped them after they were sent to the computer.  

Here is an explanation with some pictures. 

 

       



 

 My “photo booth” consists of three pieces of white paperboard and three pieces of tape 

put by the kitchen window for natural light.  Paper towel is used to defuse the light.  After the 

picture is taken on my phone, I usually brighten it using the phone and send it to my computer.  

Once opened, I crop the picture using the computer.   

 

                  

These are cropped pictures of a stopper and two boxes. 

 

 The pictures I had to submit needed to be full size, that is, the initial picture that was 

taken with my phone.  “Actual size” on my phone is 1.8 MB.  AAW requirement was below 1.8 

MB; they would balance the brightness and crop it for their own purposes. 

 Although I had planned to take new pictures due to photo gaps in the submitted 

document, this actually made my task easier since I was not making the cropping decisions.  

 

ADDING DETAILS 

 

 Think of every step and thought you had in the process of making the object.  Be 

specific!  Many things you do and safety practices you use are automatic to you; you need to 

explicitly state them. 

• Where did your idea for making the object originate? 

• How and why did you choose the wood for it? 

• What size of a piece do you need? 



• What preparation was made before the wood was mounted on the lathe?  (bandsaw use; 

need for a tenon; etc.)  Examples: 

“Using a band saw or table saw, start with stock that is about 2"- square and 3" (8cm) long; 

the length can be as little as 2-3/4" (7cm), but 3" gives you room to maneuver your tools.”   

 

“I do not put a tenon on the end but use one of the square ends in the chuck; the piece will 

always be secured by the live center on the tail stock.” 

• What safety measure were used for your protection? 

“Tighten the live center against the spot you have chosen and rotate the piece to make sure it 

clears the tool rest.  On a slow speed with your face mask lowered, and standing to one side, 

slowly increase the speed to a high rpm.” 

“Adjust your tool rest often to get your tool as close to the turning as possible.”    

“The piece may loosen as it pushes against the compression chuck, so occasionally tighten it 

using the live center on the tail stock.” 

 

• What specific tool was used for every cut? 

 

 “I use a half inch spindle gauge for my final cuts.” 

• What are the sanding requirements?  How did you sand it?  Are you sanding the object 

while it’s rotation and then with the grain while it is stopped?  Are you using a sanding 

device such as a disc sander?  What grits are being used? 



“Sand with the grain.  Use various grits down to 400 or 600.” 

• What finish do you use or recommend for the finished product? 

• Do you want to sign it or put your initials and/or a date on it? 

• Is the purpose obvious?  Will the object be given as a gift or is it a production item for 

sales? 

 

Terminology 

 

 Use proper terminology that best describes what you are doing.  (There is some 

duplication in this section.) 

• What tools are you using?  Is there a reason you ‘re using that specific tool or could 

others be used?  What size is the tool?  Are you using the tail stock?  Are you using a 

live center? 

• How are the tools being used?   Example for off-axis turning: “Choose a line you 

want to traverse and stick to it by looking at the ghosting effect of an object rotating 

through space.”  “Make a shear cut across the end grain.”  “A spindle gouge presented 

on its side (flute away from the stock) and cutting through an arc will also leave a 

satisfactory surface.” 

 

I hope this gives you some insight into preparing a document for submission to AAW. 

Thanks to Don McIvor from AAW who assisted me in many ways.  He would send me 

recommendations on enhancements for details and terminology in a column next to the 

document as I worked toward the final submission. 

 

 

 

 


