
Dave Bleil’s Miniature Ornaments 

         

 

 I started making miniature ornaments when my grandsons were born.  Missing from the 

pictures is a spoon that was about 2 inches long – one of my daughters likes to bake. The spoon 

had rings on the end of the handle.  

• All the light-colored woods are from dowel rods I put in the chuck. The “eye screws” are 

not screws; they are shafts from #8 fish hooks; just cut off the hook with wire cutters.  

All eye screws I found were too large relative to the size of the ornaments.  You can use 

dowel rods for the entire piece and color different parts with either a Sharpie or 

Tombow markers. 

• Because of the size, I did not burn in the rings, I used a very-fine point Sharpie or a 

Micron 01 (0.25 mm line).  If you do, anticipate where you are going to burn on any 

rings with a wire; keep the wood slightly thicker and sand the area after you burn on the 

rings. 

• All pieces are finished with wipe-on poly. 



• Use a pair of pliers or, better yet, a Dremel tool to hold the tiny drill bit to make the hole 

for the “eye” and fish-hook shaft.  With the speed at a low rpm and using your non-

dominate hand to steady the rotating piece, slowly push the bit into the wood. 

 

 

 

• Bird houses with acorn tops: Use a light-colored wood or laminated birch for the 

bottom/house.  Size the bird house relative to the acorn top you picked for the roof 

allowing a little extra length that will be covered by the acorn top.  Drill the “entrance 

hole” before you hollow the inside.  I drilled the inside using a chuck for the bit on the 

tail stock and used a piece of toothpick for the prong below the house opening - coloring 

it dark brown or black with a Sharpie.  Drill a hole and glue the “eye” for hanging it from 

the inside of the acorn top.  Glue the acorn top to the house. * 

• Baby rattle: If you don’t have any colored birch, make the rattle head with light-colored 

wood and just color that part with a Sharpie or whatever you use to color wood.  The 

handle has a tenon and inserts into a hole in the top; put on any rings.  You could try to 

make the entire rattle from one piece of wood and color the rattle.  Drill the hole for the 

eye hook in the handle before you part it off the lathe. 

• Spoon:  Make a rough shape of the spoon and use a knife to cut off the top of the “scoop” 

area.  Use a Dremel or spoon gouge to create the cavity while it is still on the lathe.  Now 



finish the shape and sand it.  Put on any rings with a Sharpie.  Before parting it off, drill 

the hole for the eye hook. 

• Ice Cream Cone:  I like the double decker cone better than a single scoop.  Cone: The 

“cone” inserts very slightly into the “ice cream dip” so anticipate that and make it slightly 

longer than what will be visible.  This is not critical but you might want to make the part 

of the cone that will be the tenon in the first dip of ice cream a cylinder.  I used a 

texturing elf for the cone.  Again, this is not critical, but if you want, you can make the 

top of the cone a specific drill-bit size before the first scoop of ice cream is made.  Part 

off the cone after texturing it.  Ice cream: Wood: You don’t need any specific woods for 

the dips of ice cream; you can color them later using Sharpies or Tombow markers.  Drill 

or take out the bottom of the first dip of ice cream making sure the cone fits inside.  You 

are going to use a knife or V-parting tool for the jagged edges of the dip of ice cream, so 

allow for that.  Before finishing the first dip, cut the jagged edges; round the dip and part 

it off.  Make the second dip the same way but using the first dip as you guide for sizing.  

Eye hook:  I drill a small hole the size of the fish hook shaft while the last dip is still on 

the lathe before I part it off.  This guarantees the eye is centered.  The eye hook should 

also go into the first dip of ice cream so you may have to drill into that after you have 

“lined up” the three parts.  Glue them together.  You could make the entire cone out of 

one piece of wood and color the parts; it is up to you. 

• An ideal situation is to drill a hole into the ornament that is very slightly less that the eye 

hook shaft and use plyers to gently press it into the piece of wood while gluing the parts 

together.  That doesn’t always work for me. 

• * The top of the pink bird house is from James Monroe’s homestead and yard in Virginia. 

 

Good luck; I hope this gives you some new ideas. 

Dave 

 

 


